
Story: Franklin Rides



Eight point: By calling ourselves 
progressive Christians, we mean we 
are Christians who seek community 
that is inclusive of ALL people.

Affirmation: I am a part of the 
community of life that includes all 
people.

Getting to the Heart of the Lesson

Jesus was born into a time and a culture with rigid 
rules and strong, immovable boundaries around 
religious dogmas, ethnic groups, social classes, and 
political ideologies, just to name a few. He repeatedly 
challenged those boundaries and urged his disciples to 
do the same. 

We are now in a time of great scientific and tech-
nological expansion, where we can exchange ideas 
around the world in an instant. Yet, there are still 
artificial boundaries that attempt to limit our thinking 
and our doing, such as political, religious, racial, 
territorial and socio-economic boundaries and cultural 
dogma.  We especially need to keep challenging the 
limits we put on our hearts, including jealousy, anger, 
resentment, and fear. The love that Jesus taught was 
limitless — without form or boundary or defined by 
any apparent difference we can experience outwardly.  

Jesus sought out people who were different than 
himself, people who were considered sinful, unclean 
and even enemies. He brought them into his world 
and offered them not only hospitality but radical 
egalitarianism. His most common example of this 
was his tradition of breaking bread, sharing a meal 
with these different kinds of strangers. These attitudes 

drove some of Jesus’ peers crazy with anger, especially 
those who saw themselves as representatives of the 
holy. Everyone from the priests to his humble Galilean 
family criticized Jesus for his radical hospitality. It may 
have been the beginning of the plot to end his life.
 
The example and model that Jesus offered us was a 
way beyond tolerance. It was about learning to accept 
everyone as a form of divinity. It was about relating 
to all others without boundaries or divisions. Instead 
of just offering hospitality, it meant offering love that 
leads to the highest level of hospitality.

We want our children to continue to seek and share 
that love, defying all who would limit the infinite 
power of spirit.
 
Teacher Reflection

1. Sit quietly, breathing in and out several times, 
allowing your breath to slow down. 

2. Read the affirmation for this unit until you have 
it memorized. (“I am a part of the community of 
life that includes all people.”) 

3. Close your eyes and visualize yourself sitting 
within a circle. Mentally say the affirmation 
and visualize your family members joining you, 
allowing the circle to expand as you include them. 
Enjoy the feeling of connection with your family. 

4. Continue the affirmation and visualize your 
friends joining you, further expanding the circle.

5. Continue the affirmation as you add your neighbors, 
members of your church, and your coworkers.

6. Expand the circle to include your town or city, 
your state, your country. 
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7. Visualize the circle big enough to include the 
entire world. As you say the affirmation include 
all people on the earth.

8. For a few moments, enjoy the feeling of connection 
with the community of life that includes all people. 

9. If you choose, take the affirmation into your day 
by repeating it as you walk down the street, wait 
in line, or sit in a meeting. How does it feel to see 
everyone as part of the same community of life?

Bible Verses

Philippians 4:13
I can do all things through him who strengthens me

Mark 12:41-44 (also Luke 21)
He sat down opposite the treasury and watched the crowd 
putting money into the treasury. Many rich people put 
in large sums. A poor widow came and put in two small 
copper coins, which are worth a penny. Then he called 
his disciples and said to them, “Truly I tell you, this poor 
widow has put more than all those who are contributing 
to the treasury. For all of them have contributed out of 
their abundance; but she out of her poverty has put in 
everything she had, all she had to live on.”

Story of Zacchaeus (Luke 19)
Luke 19:1-10
New Living Translation (NLT)
Jesus entered Jericho and made his way through the town. 
There was a man there named Zacchaeus. He was the chief 
tax collector in the region, and he had become very rich. 
He tried to get a look at Jesus, but he was too short to see 
over the crowd. So he ran ahead and climbed a sycamore-
fig tree beside the road, for Jesus was going to pass that 
way. When Jesus came by, he looked up at Zacchaeus and 
called him by name. “Zacchaeus!” he said. “Quick, come 
down! I must be a guest in your home today.” Zacchaeus 
quickly climbed down and took Jesus to his house in great 
excitement and joy. But the people were displeased. “He has 
gone to be the guest of a notorious sinner,” they grumbled. 
Meanwhile, Zacchaeus stood before the Lord and said, “I 

will give half my wealth to the poor, Lord, and if I have 
cheated people on their taxes, I will give them back four 
times as much!” Jesus responded, “Salvation has come to 
this home today, for this man has shown himself to be a 
true son of Abraham. For the Son of Man came to seek 
and save those who are lost.”

Quotations 

Mankind is interdependent, and the happiness of each 
depends upon the happiness of all, and it is this lesson that 
humanity has to learn today as the first and the last lesson.
— Hazrat Inayat Khan

How far you go in life depends on you being tender with 
the young, compassionate with the aged, sympathetic 
with the striving and tolerant of the weak and the strong. 
Because someday in life you will have been all of these.  
— George Washington Carver

Opening the Lesson

Puzzle with a Missing Piece

Materials needed: copy of the illustration for each 
child in the class, paper cutter or scissors, pencil

Preparation: Make photocopies of the illustration 
from the story and then cut each picture into five or 
six pieces. Cut in straight or wavy lines that allow for 
easily putting the picture back together again, like a 
simple puzzle. Keep each set of puzzle pieces together 
and don’t let them get mixed up with other sets. Have 
one set for each child in the class.  

To avoid confusion and frustration later, mark each 
piece in each set with the same number so it is clear 
which pieces go together. (There should be a set of 
ones, another of twos, etc.) Then remove one piece 
from each set and put those pieces in an envelope or 
drawer out of sight. 

Activity: Give each child in the class a set of puzzle 
pieces and tell them they have limited time to put 
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them together. Give an appropriate amount of time, 
depending on the age and abilities of your class; a 
minute or two will probably be enough. Let it be a 
challenge without being too frustrating. Once time is 
up, ask if anyone was able to complete their picture. 
Then explain that you have one more piece for each 
of them and with that piece, they should find it easier 
to see the entire picture. Give each child the missing 
piece that belongs to their set. 

After everyone completes their puzzle, read the quote 
from Hazrat Khan and explain what “interdependent” 
means. Like pieces of a puzzle, we are all important 
pieces of creation and everyone adds to the picture. 
Excluding others is a little like deliberately leaving 
out pieces to a puzzle we really want to see finished. 
Another interesting thing about puzzles is that once 
one is put together, it is the picture we notice and not 
the separations between the pieces.

                     Tip: An alternative would be to use a 
                    simple ready-made puzzle and let the 
                          children work on it together. Take 
                   a piece out before class and give it to 
them after they have had time to work on the puzzle 
without it. 

Building the Lesson

Out of the Box

Materials needed: boxes of various sizes, one for each 
player, music

Place open boxes around the room. Play fun uplifting 
music and explain that everyone is to move around the 
room while the music plays (walking, not running). 
When the music stops, each player gets into the box 
closest to them. If the box is too small to get into, the 
person must put in whatever part of the body fits (such 
as one foot, or an arm). Explain that they can’t stretch 
or damage the box in any way. Let them stay in their 
box for about 30 seconds and ask them to consider 
how their movement is restricted because of the box. 

What if they had to stay in their box for hours? Days? 
Start the music again and repeat this sequence a few 
times so everyone gets to experience different boxes. 
Then, sit in a circle and share the pictures for the next 
activity. 

Boundaries: Helpful or Not?

Materials needed: maps, globe or atlas of the physical 
earth without political boundaries and a map with 
political boundaries for comparison

Show the class the two maps and discuss the differences 
between how the world appears without any artificial 
boundaries and with all the lines we are accustomed to 
seeing on most maps. Those lines help us know where 
the countries and states are. There are also lines for 
longitude and latitude, time zones and hemispheres—
all useful information. 

Ask the children to think of other kinds of boundaries 
that are helpful. Some ideas include crosswalks, 
sidewalks, and fences that help keep people safe, lines 
on a football field or in other games to help the players 
know where to play, lines on the road to help guide cars.  

Then explain that there are also boundaries we can’t 
see, but we feel in our hearts.  Some examples: I don’t 
play with those kids because they aren’t in the same 
grade I’m in, I can’t eat that food because it’s not like 
the food I have at home, I can’t play soccer because 
I’m not good enough, those people are strange, those 
people talk funny. 

The boundaries we have in our hearts can be much 
more restrictive than trying to fit into a box; they can 
keep us from making friends and having experiences 
that help us see the whole picture of life. 

Closing the Lesson

Read the story “Franklin Rides” and use the discussion 
questions to explore how the story fits into the heart 
of the lesson. Older children may be able to answer 



another question: What boundaries/limitations were 
challenged in the story, and by whom? 

Finish the lesson doing the affirmation together and 
ending with a few moments of silence. 

Story:  Franklin Rides

It was a beautiful spring day and Franklin could hear 
bees buzzing around the lavender shrubs that grew 
near the walkway in front of his house. His sister Lori, 
being afraid of bees, quickly ran past Franklin to where 
the van was parked at the curb. They were supposed to 
get in the van for a ride, but their parents were being 
very mysterious about where they were going.  

Their neighbor, Mrs. Lee, came out of her garage with 
her garden clippers and gloves. “My goodness, Lori, 
you’re getting so tall! Are you and Franklin going for a 
ride?  Have a nice time!” Then Mrs. Lee turned to her 
overgrown hedge with the clippers. 

Franklin looked at his older sister. Lori was thirteen 
and she was taller than most girls her age. As Franklin 
steered his wheelchair out to the sidewalk, he wondered 
how tall he would be if he could stand up. Franklin 
had never been able to stand up or walk because of a 
problem in his spine that he had when he was born. 
He suddenly realized that no one would ever say, 
“Franklin, you’re getting so tall!”

In the van, Franklin and his sister talked about the 
superhero movie they had seen the night before. Lori 
said the best character with the coolest super power 
was the invisible girl. Having the power to be invisible 
would be cool, but Franklin’s favorite was the man 
who could run super fast. He tried to imagine what it 
would be like to move your legs so fast that you could 
burn a hole in the sidewalk. His electric wheelchair 
was great, but it didn’t move very fast. A superhero like 
that didn’t need to go up wheelchair ramps or wait for 
an elevator or ride in a big van; he could go wherever 
he wanted.

When they stopped at the mystery destination, a horse 
ranch, Lori squealed with excitement and jumped out 
of the car as soon as they parked.
“What do you think, Franklin?” his mom asked. 

“Well, I think it will be impossible to get Lori to leave 
this place. She loves horses more than anything.” 
Franklin was actually glad Lori was having fun, but 
couldn’t help thinking it was going to be pretty boring 
just hanging around waiting for her. 

“Wouldn’t you like to take a ride?” His mom was 
smiling and he could tell she wasn’t teasing him, but 
what she said didn’t make sense; people who can’t walk 
ride in wheelchairs, not on horses. “This is a special 
place, Franklin. The horses and teachers work with all 
kinds of kids, and you can go riding here.” 

Franklin was amazed to find out that many of the 
kids who took riding lessons at the ranch were not 
able to walk. Some children had problems that made 
it difficult for them to talk or use their muscles in a 
controlled way. But with special saddles and help from 
the therapists, all of them could ride. 

He had never been close to a real horse before; 
Franklin was surprised by how big they were. The 
trainer introduced him to Ranger, a gentle brown 
horse that nuzzled Franklin with his very soft black 
nose. Franklin stroked Ranger’s smooth brown neck. 
He could feel the warmth of the horse’s body and smell 
his horsey smell. He decided he loved the smell. The 
hair of Ranger’s mane was coarse and black and he 
looked calmly out of his big brown eyes as Franklin 
spoke gently to him. 

The trainers were all very friendly and before he really 
knew what was happening, Franklin was on Ranger’s 
back, with a riding helmet on his head. It was the first 
time in his life he looked down at his Mom and Dad 
and sister. 

Lori grinned and said, “Franklin, you’re so tall!” 
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Franklin took weekly riding lessons. He learned how 
to talk to Ranger and how to use the muscles of his 
body to keep himself straight. Lori came, too, and 
learned how to groom the horses and help the riders. 
It was their favorite part of the week. 

Franklin discovered he could do a lot of things he never 
dreamed of. It was even better than imagining being a 
superhero, because it was real. Cheering on the other 
kids and seeing their accomplishments was also fun. 
He made many new friends, including a high school 
boy named Jake, who took care of Ranger. Jake wanted 
to have his own stable one day. He said Franklin could 
have a job there because he was so good with horses. 

Being in the wheelchair didn’t seem quite so hard after 
Franklin learned he could ride a horse. Life seemed to 
have many more possibilities. He was learning new skills 
and new things about himself every time he rode. But 
unfortunately, some people look at a wheelchair and 
think it is strange or weird. Franklin was the only kid at 
his school who needed a wheelchair to get around. 

One afternoon he was halfway through the school 
door when the wheelchair got caught on something 
and Franklin was aware that people were waiting 
behind him as he tried to get unstuck. 

A boy pushed his way right up behind Franklin saying, 
“Hey, Wheelie Boy, get a move on or this wheelie chair 
might get broken.” Too embarrassed to say anything to 
the bully, Franklin tried the controls on the chair again. 

Just then, Jake, his friend from the stable, appeared 
in front of Franklin. The bully behind Franklin said, 
“Hey, Jake, Wheelie Boy is blocking the door.”

Jake gave the bully a deep silent stare then smiled at 
Franklin and said, “It’s great to see you, Franklin! I 
wanted to ask you a favor. I can’t go to the stable today 
and I wanted you to be sure to tell Ranger I’m sorry, 
but I’ll be there tomorrow. And if you could check his 
right front hoof for me — it looked a bit sore yesterday. 
You are a real expert now and I’d be grateful.” Jake 

spoke slowly and calmly. He seemed in no hurry to get 
the door unblocked. 

Franklin relaxed and answered, “Sure! I’ll be glad to 
check on Ranger and let you know if there is any 
problem.”

Only then did Jake look at the chair and seemed to 
notice it was stuck. “Can I give you a hand out that 
door?” He reached down and lifted the front wheels 
over the door jamb. Then Franklin was able to roll 
through without any trouble. 

As Franklin went down the hall, he actually felt a little 
bad for the bully. Jake thought he must be sad and 
lonely to act so mean. Maybe Jake would invite him 
to come to the stable sometime. Then Franklin smiled 
and thought about Ranger and the next ride. 

Discussion Questions

1. What kinds of things did Franklin learn about 
himself at the ranch?

2. Name some things other people learned about 
Franklin after he began riding lessons.  

3. Have you ever ridden on a horse?  How did it 
make you feel?

4. Name some things that you wouldn’t be able to 
know about a person just by looking at him or her. 

5. Have you ever felt different from other people 
around you? 

6. Do you know that Jesus tried to eliminate 
boundaries between people?


